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Narrabeen, Tony I&r 3 He went from a man who wanted to conceal
family was a Jj ew his his past, to one who wanted to reveal it.
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S “He was very moved by the movie and |

ather, Henry, was
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deeper story. e e
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striped pyjamas and the strange tattoo were
mementoes of his time at Auschwitz and the
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remember he said to me “That was exactly what
it was like',” Tony recalls.

“He said ‘Some of the stuff in that movie
happened to me, the shooting in the head when
the gun keeps jamming and with the
swallowing of the jewellery’”.

“He was in his 705 ... and I think he just
wanted to get his story out there and on the
record.”

Henry badgered his son to record his story
straight on to a video and by 2006 they sat
down in the Narrabeen home Tony had grown
up in and made several three-to-four-hour
recordings in which Henry revealed his entire
Holocaust experience. Tony would later turn
these recordings into a manuscript that would
form the foundation of his book.

Throughout these interviews, Henry
revealed his deepest regret at being in the

lovi 4 about
- ?Vﬂ&oﬂghmm the fag' he h: Jewish Police and his inability to save his
spent time in concentrati he i mother, Theodora, from being deported to the
didn’t talk about his a0, tealeo Treblinka camp where she died - a moment
experiences in that traumatised him until the day he died.

In his early childhood, Tony didn'taﬂw;\know
his father was Jewish. It wasn't until Tony was

He revealed how he secretly married his
girlfriend Halina in 1942 before they were sent

an adult that his father’s full Holocaust to Blizyn and how, despite surviving that camp,

experience was revealed, including a role he she died of tuberculosis a few years later, He

regretted until the day he died. ; also recalled a violent interrogation by the
The story of Henry Bernard (formerly Gestapo and the weeks he was kept in a hole at

Bierzynski) ispmavedin'l‘heGhost"huoo,a

book that was four decades in the making for

Tony Bernard,. o)
“When I was young, I knew very little of my

father’s experiences in World War II,” says the -

doctor at Northern Beaches Hospital of his
 sister

Blizyn following his brother, Ignacy’s escape.
And the torturous months he spentin
Auschwitz in 1944,

Henry also spoke about his liberation by the
Americans from the camp at Kaufering on April
27,1945, his decision shortly afterwards to
relocate to Australia where his Uncle Wolf was

free childhood growing up with
sarcaes Nick. P living and his struggle to form a happy marriage
Fiona and brother Nick. ? 4 drards ¢

“We just grew up in this really nice| £ with hxs.second wife, and Toqy’s mothe_-.

nearthebeachanditﬁasbﬂl)'”m ‘the Evelyn, in Nan-ab_een,amamsgethatdlsolved
stories would start to come out over When Tgnywassnﬂyom')g, ! Y
that I'd e b ally had a very ¢ And e'spokeaboqtms!nptoDan.nstadtm
i realise ‘a“‘lb-»< I Germany in 1970 to give evidence against the
i e_to the one we lived_ Aus| _tralia.v in violent former Nazi Georg Boettig, which

He would talk quite freely about his time ultimately convicted him.
the concentration and thi “I'm sure the reason he went to such lengths
black and white pho for me to record his story was that he wanted
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